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A DIS COURSE founded upon the 
Fourteenth, and Part of the Fifteenth 
Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans. 
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Putt ing on, as hs Eleft of God, Holy 1 Beloved, Bowels 
7, Mercy, Kinaneſs, H. e of Mind, Meckneſs, 4 
— ae, forbearing one another, and forgs iving one 3 
another; Col. 3. 12,13. 8 
Be inclin'd to Peace and Love; and tho our Brains be 


different, 2 ler our Hearts be one. 
| 1 Hall's Paſſion- Sermon. 
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AY 


For Allaying the Animoſities amongſt 


BRITISH Proteſtants, Cc. 


kv who have ſeriouſly conſider'd the 
- 2 


Animoſities and Contentions amongſt Bri- 
<7 tiſh Proteſtants, during this laſt Centu 
J. 1 and half, cannot but be affected wit 
RH Grief and Amazement. To ſee them ex- 
— 7 their Holy Religion to the Reproach 
and Contempt of their Enemies, is certainly moſt ſad 
and diſcouraging. | 
But were there any ſuch encouraging Proſpect, that 
they were likely- to grow better of themſelves, it might 
po _ ſeem too invidious to reproach them with what 
18 Alt. | | 
ut the ſame aneaſ Spirit, alas! continues, nay, ra- 
ther increaſes, ſince more uncharitable Controverſies and 
Matters of Debate are now defended, and induſtriou/ly 
propagated, of which our Foreſathers were happily igno- 
rant; (as decrying the Validity of all Baptiſms, but 
ſuch as are done in a Dioceſan Epiſcopal 1 


and refuſing Burial to all ſuch as want this Epiſcopa 
1 


Our Diviſions have been ſo unhappily fix'd hitherto, 
as to diſappoint all thoſe WW Eſſays which have been 


made 


(4) 


made to compromiſe them: and tho this might ſeem to 
diſcourage all further Attempts, yet ſuch is the Amiable- 
neſs of Charity and brotherly Love, and ſo conducive 
to the Good of Mankind, if it could be obtain'd, that it 
doth not only juſtify; 9 honeſt, the feeble Attempt, when 
made, but it doth alſo invite and incourage each. one's. 
Endeavour, by all rational Perſuaſiens,, to procure it. 
'Tis moſt aſtoniſhing to refle& upon the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of Mens Paſſions, which neither our common Dan- 
gers, nor common Deliverances can check. Tis very fad 
to obſerve, that the Reprieve we have had from our Dan- 
ger, ſhould be abus'd by ſo many, to give a further Vent 
to their angry Reſentments, | 
_ *Twould grieve one to ſee that Charity, the eſſential 
Demand of real Chriſtianity, ſhould have no more force 
amongſt its Profeſſors, notwithſtanding the numerous 
Obligations we lie under to it, both Divine and Political. 
_ *Twould afflict one to think, that the many important 
things, in which we are agreed, ſhould not be able to 
procure a mutual Forbearance amongſt us, in thoſe things 
of leſs Conſequence about which we gory for ſuppe 
our Religion allow'd us to be angry at thoſe who: dif 
from us (which yet I am ſure it doth not) yet even by 
a parity of this kind of Reaſoning, ſince the thingy i A 
which we are agreed are of ſo much greater Ter 
than the things about which we differ, there is ſo much 
the more Reaſon for the exerciſe of mutual Charity, than 
there can be an Allowance for any paſſionate * 
When I have therefore conſider d, that thoſe promiſing 
Schemes, which Men of moderate Tempers have propos d 
for « G@oalition, have been render'd fruitleſs by Men of 
Bigotry and Paſſion 5, when I conſider further, that thoſe. 
many Books, written in favour of an Iupeſing Power, and 
for the Decency of Ceremonies, on the one hand, and & 
Liberty. from Impeſitions, and in Defence of Separation, on 
che other hand; have ſerv'd few other Purpoſes, than to 
confirm the ſeveral Parties in thoſe Opinions, which 
they had beforehand eſpous'd : nay, when Silencing, 
Fines, and Impriſonments have not been able to extin- 
guiſh the oppreſs'd Parties, but each Side have given 
proof of their ſuffering for their Opinion; 1 ſeem to have 
a clear Proof, that theſe different Apprehenſions, being 
| | equally 


C41 
equally founded in Conſcience, will be likely to continue, 
and human Nature will go on to think as it hath done. 
When I therefore conſider the Weakneſs and Fallibility 
of human Nature, and the many different ways Men 
have of coming to the knowledg of things; when 1 
conſider how great Influence, Education, Cuſtom, and In- 
tereft have in biaſſing the Minds of Men, I have no more 
expectation that I ſhall ſee them all of oe Mind, than 
of one Stature, Air, or Complexion. Tis not the Deſign 
of this Eſſay therefore to perſuade Men to debauch their 
Conſciences, and put out their Eyefight, that they may 
blindly follow the prevailing Intereſt; but, on the con- 
trary, to encourage them in purſuing the Dire&ions of 
their beft Judgments, and yet induce them, with their 
— pm Apprehenſions, to maintain Brotheriy Affection 
and Charity. mn 

For a ſa Uniformity, which ſome ſo much talk of, 
I never „* becauſe it hath from the firſt been daily 
obſerv'd, that while ſome have been running into Super- 
conformity, others have been accus d of Ancanonical Abate- 
ments. "But if it could be effected, I ſee not any great 
reaſon there is why it ſhould be deſir'd; becauſe I ſee 
not how the different ways of Worſhip amongſt Pro- 
teſtants deface the Heanty of Religion, any more than 
the variety of Climates, Hills, and Dales leſſens the Glo- 
ry of God's Works in Nature: In ſhort, I ſe not an 
Uniformity in Ceremonies any more neceſſary, than a 
plain Superficies on the Earth, 

Belides, I am ly ſatisfy'd that there are ſo many 
ways to awaken the Paſſions of Men, that mere Unifor- 
mity would not allay our Heats, unleſs the Spirits of 
Men were better; And if God would give us more 
peaceable Tempers, it might be done without itz for that 
which ſeems to be the Foundation of our Uneaſinefs, is 
our Pride and Jealouſy, we would have others take us 
for the Meaſure and Rule of their Behaviour, which if 
they will not ſuffer us to be, we are immediately jea- 
lous that they hereby condemn us as in a dangerous Er- 
ror, and this makes us uneaſy, But now. this ſeems whol- 
ly founded upon a Miſtake that we have led our ſelves 
into, and I. would hope that the contrary Propoſition 
will appear plain in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe, a 

| | that 


* 
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that in reference to thoſe things which are not determin d 
f God (that is, neither appointed nor forbidden) both 
ides may be ſafe, and be accepted of God in their diffe- 
rent Obſervations, and therefore ſhould bear with each 
other about them. For what can be more weak than to 
imagine, that when Perſons, equally ſerious, 1 in the 


Lord's Supper, one ſits, another kneels, a third ſtamdt; 
that therefore one or more of theſe mult be guilty of a 
dangerous Indecency ? Nothing is ſurely more weak, for 
the ſerious Communicant is accepted of God, whether 
he fit, kneel, or ſt and. Fo, | 

Further, how weak muſt it be to imagine concerning 
two Perſons that pray; the one makes uſe of a common 
imbos d Form, the other ſpeaks from a Senſe of his Ne- 
ceſſities, ſuch words as his Premoditat ion ſuggeſts ; that 
| therefore one of theſe muſt be in a dangerow Error? 

Nothing is ſurely more weak. The ſincere Worſhipper is 
' undoubtedly accepted of God, whether uſing or not »ſin 
a Form : The Eſſentials of Divine Worſhip are fd an 
ſettled in Scripture, and the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians en- 
courag'd and directed, and about theſe there is no Diffe- 
rence ; the greateſt Uneaſineſs ariſeth about thoſe N 
which are of leaſt Conſequence for thoſe things whict 
God hath not impos'd, Men would fain impoſe, 

But this ſeems very hard and unreaſonable, ſince no- 
thing ſeems plainer to me than this, that had an Uni- 
| formity in theſe things been neceſſary to God's Accep- 

tance, he would have told s ſo, That God is to be wor- 
ſhip'd thro Jeſus Chriſt, by! the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit, we are all 4 us agreed, becauſe God hath ap- 
pointed it: That God is to be worſhip'd by Prayer, 
and Praiſe, js not diſputed ;, but the queſtion is, whether 
this muſt be done only by one common precompos d Form, 
or a Senſe of our Wants furniſhing us with Matter 
Words are left to follow, according to 4 Perſon's Abili. 

ty : if an Uniformity in this caſe had been neceſſary, God 
would have hew'd us. : 
hat we are to commemorate the Death of Chriſt at 
the Lord's Supper, we are agreed about; but whether 
this is to be done kneelino, ſitting, or ſtanding, we are 
not told: but had any one of theſe been the only way, 
no doubt we ſhould have been told it. That Perſons are 


to 


— (7) 
to be baptiz'd in the Name of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, we are agrees on, becauſe it is according to 
the Inſtitution of Chriſt ; but had Sponſors, or the tran- 
fient Sign of the Croſs been neceſſary, we ſhould have 
been told it. Since therefore no Vniformity in thoſe 
things, not appointed of God, nor circumſtantially nerelſa- 
ry to the Performance of Divine Worſhip, ſeems to be 
requir'd in Scripture ; and ſince the different ways of 
Intereſt, Education, and Inclination neceſſarily have ſo 
great an fluence upon the Judgments of Men, we are 
rather forbidden to expect an VUniformity in theſe leſſer 
Matters: But tho Uniformity is not requir'd, yet Aro. 
therly Love and Chriſtian — * 3 

It is map the 2 1 - our 1 
cipleſhip, John 13, 35. the of our Chriſtianity, and 
— . to God For unleſs we love our Brother, whom 
we have ſeen, it is not likely that we ſhould love God, 
whom we have not ſeen, 1 John 4, 20, 'Tis made the 
Evidence of God's awelling in u, 1 John 4 12. It is 
the new Command of Chriſt, and the ſecond great Com- 
mand, and is at leaſt a Part of that Charity which will 
remain, When Faith is turn'd into Yifion, and Hope into 
Fruition : It was the Mark by which the firſt Chriſtians 
were characterix d, that they intirely lov'd each other. 

Of ſo great Importance is Love, tho not Uniformity : 
But the greateſt Difficulty, as Men have manag'd it, is 
to find a Medium, that might perſuade us to ſuppreſs our 
Paſſions, and extimguih our Contentions, notwithſtand- 
ing our different Opinions and Practices in things not 
fix'd in the Word of God, = 

And to effect this, I am perſuaded, that the fourteenth 
Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, and part of the f- 
teenth, do contain the moſt proper Arguments to con- 


poſe theſe Differences, if duly attended to. 


or what can be more clear in its Conſequence than 
this, That ſince an Extinction of Parties is not to be ex- 
pected, nor Uniformity at all neceſſary to our Acceptance 
with God, that therefore there ſhould be mutual For- 
bearance and Charity, notwithſtanding our different Ap 
rehenſions and Practices in leſſer Matters? All which is 


ully contain'd in theſe Chapters, the Subject of our 
following Diſſertation, = | | 


In 


(8) —_ 
In order to our better underſtanding the Foree of the 
Apoſtle's Argument, it will be proper for us to conſider, 


Firſt, The State of Chriſtianity, between the Jewiſh 
and Gentile Converts to Chriſtianity, in thoſe early times. 
Secondly, The State of the Britiſh Churches, and how 
parallel their Caſe is to the Caſe of the former, 
Thirdly, How far the Arguments, made uſe of by the 
Apoſtle, to allay thoſe Uneaſineſſes, will be proper to 
compoſe ours, and eſtabliſ a Foundation for mutual For- 
bearance and Chriſtian Charity, amongſt the ſeveral con- 
tending Parties. | | 


EFirſt, I ſhall give an Account of the firft State of 
Chriſtianity, and the Umneaſineſs that appear'd between 
the Jemiſh and Gentile Converts in thoſe early times. 

The bleſſed Jeſus aſſur'd us, in the Courſe . of his 
Preaching and Converſe with Men, that he was princi- 
pally ſent to the loft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, Mar, 
15. 24. and therefore, in a manner, the whole of his 
own Preaching was ſpent among them. Nay, ſo tender 
were his Regards to them, that when he gave his Diſ- 
ciples the laſt Charge, To go into all the World, and preach 
the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God to all they could reach, 
he orders them to begin at Jeruſalem, Luke 24. 47. By 
this means it came to paſs, that the firſt Converts to Cbriſ- 
tianity were of the Circumciſion, and out of the Fewh 
Synagogue, and ſuch were the firſt ffteen Biſhops of Jeru- 
alem, who pofſeſs'd that Seat, from the Paſſion of 
Chriſt, to the eighteenth of Adrian, about 106 years, as 
Euſebius tells us, lib. 4. cap. 5. of his Church-Hiſtory. 

Theſe Jewiſh Chriftians, having been bred up in the 
ſtrict Obſervation of the Ceremonial Law, did not at 
firſt underſtand that it was to be abrogated by the Death 
of Chriſt, and the Parririon-Wall between them and 
the Gentiles broken down, by putting a Period to the 
Obſervaaces and Diſtinctions of that Law : Not conſider- 
ing this, the Jewiſß Chriftians retain'd an extreme Fond- 
neſs for thoſe antient Uſages; in which the Apoſtles in- 
dulg d them for a time, that by becoming all things to 
all Men, they might gain ſome, 1 Cor. g. 20, 21, 22. an 
remove, what in them lay, all unjaſt Prejudices againſt 
Chriſtianity. | This 


This Indulgence of the Apoſtles was unhappily abw'd ; 
for that which was allow'd to them, in compaſſion to their 
Weakneſs, they were for impoſing upon others: for theſe 
Tudaizing Chriſtians - we ſhall now call them) came 
down as far as Antioch, and preach'd to the Gentile Con- 
verte, that except they were circumcis'd, and kept the 
Law of Moſes, they could not be ſav'd ; Acts 15. 1. 

To put a ftop to this Difſer on and Miſtake of theirs 
Paul and Barnabas are pitch'd upon to go with this Caſe 
to the Apaſtles, who were then at Jeruſalem, about the 
Year to receive their authoritative Determination. 

The Subſtance of which was this, That tho they were 
ſtill willing to indulge the Weakneſs of the F pore 
Chriſtians, yet they ſtrenuoully aſſerted the Freedom 0 
the Gentiles from thoſe Impeſitiont, and laid on them no 
other Burden, than things neceſſary ; Acts 15. 28, 29. 
And it further appears by their Practice, which we have 
an account of, Act, 21. 20 25. that they ſtill in- 
dulg d thoſe Fudaizing Chriſt ians, in the Obſervation of 

thoſe antient Vſages, tho they had written to the Gen- 
mile Converts to obſerve no ſuch things. And in this 
Eſtate we may ſuppoſe theſe things continu'd, till the 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and the Temple there, and the 
Diſperſion of the Judaixers themſelves, when many 
things muſt needs fall, thro their natural Incapacity to 
obſerve them; at leaſt we may ſuppoſe the Heat about 
them to be very mych declin'd, after Marcus, one of the 
. Heathen Converts, was choſe Biſhop of Jeruſalem, about 
ah = Year 141. in the time of Adrian, as Euſebius tells us, 
1 9 lib. 4. cap. 6. 

| Dering this uneaſy State, tho the Apoſtles always wit- 
neſs'd againſt an impoſing Power, and declar'd the Free- 
dom of the Gentile Converts from thoſe Impoſitions ;, yet 
they always expreſs'd great Tenderneſs and Comp iſſion to- 
| wards thoſe that had been train'd up in theſe antient 
Cuſtoms and Obſervations, and ſtrove what in them lay 
to preſerve Chriſtian Charity amongſt them, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe different Apprehenſions and Prattices. And 
thus the Apoſtle Paul inculcated, Rom. 14. 3. That they 

who eat, ſhould not deſpiſe them which eat not; and they 

which eat not, ſhould not Juag them which eat: That is 
' he would not have thoſe, who preſerv'd their natural 


( 10 : 
Liberty, and obſerv/d not antient Cuſtoms and Ceremo- 
nies, i and yeproach thoſe, who did obſerve them, 
as weak and' . and on the other hand, he 
would not have thoſe, who continu'd to uſe antient Cuſ- 
toms and Ceremonies, judg the other indecent and pro- 
fane who did neglett them: but that, without cenſuring 
or reproaching each other, they ſhould be left to ſtand or 
2 7 their own after, and to anſwer it at that Jyi- 
Hat. | 
Having thus given an Account of the firſt State of 
Chriſtianity, and of the Cauſes of its Uneaſineſs, I ſhall, 


Secondly, Alſo lay before you a Repreſentation of the 
State of the Proteſtant Churches in Britain, from the 
time of the Reformation, to the preſent day. About 
170 Years ago, the Corruptions of the Church of Rome 
becoming odious and intolerable, it pleas'd God in this 
Kingdom, as well as other Countries, to raiſe up a Spirit 
of Reformation, to cleanſe his Church from thoſe Diſor- 
ders it groan'd under. The Perſons engag'd in this De- 
ſign had different Views and Apprehenſions; ſome were 
for caſting out all the Remains of Popery, and reducin 
the Publick Conſtitution to the reef Pattern in Di 
cipline and Werſhip, as well as Doctrine: of this Party 
were Hooper, Bradford, &c, but to others, at that time, 
a leſs Degree of Reformation ſeem'd more expedient, tho 

from different Principles ;, yet theſe being the Majority 
carry'd it, Some form'd this Scheme from a Fondneſs 
for Ceremonics, and a Love of Pomp and Oftentation in 
Worſhip, and hopes to draw over the Papiſts; others fell 
in with it, from the hopes they had of bringing the Peo- 
le back to Popery again; and others ſtill thought them- 
lelves oblig'd to comply, not out of Love to the Ceremo- 
nies retain'd, but out of fear leſt the Reformation ſhould 
be ruin'd, for want of Hands to ſupport it, and in hopes 
that better Preaching would wean the People from their 
Fondneſs to Ceremonies, and carry on the Reformation 
to the Satisfaction of every Man's Conſcience. 

And this appears to be the Seyſe of thoſe Biſhops, who 
kept a Correſpondence with the Paſtors of the foreign 
Proteftant Churches; of which Correſpondence we have 
ſome Account, in Strype's Annals of the Reformation un- 
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der Queen Elixabeth. What the Effects of this Matter 
were, is well known; the Debates ran high, and the 


Conſequences prov'd bad : The 2 Who were ex- 
pected to be wrought upon by our Lenity towards their 


Ceremonies, flew off, and generally deſerted the Commu- 


nion of the Eftabli/h'd Church, about the 12th or 13th of 
Queen Elizabeth, Thoſe, on the other hand, who 
waited for a furthey Reformation, forbore the things 

they lik'd not, while they could be conniv'd at; yet 
meeting with no general Tendency to a further Refor- 
mation, tho frequently attempted, but rather the con- 
trary, after they had ſeen a Variety of Circumſtances, 
were finally driven out by the Act of Uniformity in the 


Tear 1662. All their Petitions for Peace, and Eſſays for 


Union, being not regarded, they were forc'd to form 
ſeparate Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of God, where they 


might ſerve him free from thoſe Incumbrances which 


their Conſciences could not comply with (tho to others, 
who ſaw not with their Light, the things might appeat 
harmleſs and inoffenſive,) And in this Eſtate they indur'd 
a long Courſe of Hardſhips, wherein it muſt be obſerv'd 
that the Papifts ſhew'd a refin'd Policy, in irritating and 
provoking the Eſtabliſpd Church againſt the r till 
at laſt they had alm compaſs'd the Ruin of both, in the 
Reign of King James II. This being happily diſcover'd, 
and the Fidelity of the Diſſenters to the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion, and the Intereſt of their native Country being plain 
and apparent, they got their Liberty allow'd by Law, 1it of 


Wiltam and Mary (tho greater things were promis'd) 
and ſo the Caſe continues. 

Several Dyſputes and Controverſies have happen'd upon 
the account of this Stpayarion : the Church's Authority, 
and the Decency of Ceremonies have been urg'd on the 


one hand; the Nullity- of an impoſing Power, and the 


Miſchief of Impoſitions have been inſiſt ed on on the other 
hand. And tho I would have nothing underſtood here 
to the prejudice of a fair Debate, in order to the 2 


out of Truth; yet it muſt be obſerv'd, that theſe Di 


putes have been far from anſwering the principal End 
2 viz. bringing Perſons to be of one Mind ; but 
ave rather been the occaſion of inflaming Mens Pa ſlions, 
and confirming the ſeveral * in thoke Opinions ws 
7 S 2 
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they have before eſpous d: And therefore while there is 

that Shew and Appearance of Reaſon, which may ſatisfy 

a Man's Conſcience, which Side ſoever he takes, and 

theſe different Apprehenſions being ſo conſcientiouſly taken 
up, are likely to continue; it remains that we ſtudy to 
find out a Temper between the two Partiet, not by de- 
manding that they ſhall give up their Judgments or Con 
ſciences the one to the other, a thing not to be deſiy'd or 
expected, but by encouraging and cultivating mutual 
Tove, under their 4 ferent Appreberſi ns. 

Now in order to procure this, let us reflect a little 
upoy the Parity or S. militude there is between the Caſe 
ef Primitive Chriſtians, and that of the Brit Pro- 
FEE ants. F 

1, Their Caſe is alike, in that they are agreed in all 
the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity z the Jed wining Chriſtians 
and Gentile Converts borh held faſt Chri 


they pray for the ſame Mercies, and own the ſame Du- 
ties o 


_ Chriſt. And no doubt the pious Worſhippers yong | 
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EF 
them are equally acceptable to God: For as the Great 
Mr. Boyle faith, in a Caſe not much unlike this, * That 
© the good and pious Men of each contending Party, are 
© otherwiſe look'd upon in the ſight of God, than by 
© each other, | 

2. The Caſe of the Primitive Chriſtians, and that of 
Brits Proteſtants, is ſomewhat arallel in this, that 
there was amongſt the Judaizing Chriſtians a Fondyeſs 


for ſuch antient Cuſtoms and Uſages, in which they had 


been educated, and a follicitous Endeavour to impoſe 
them on the Gentile Converts, whilſt theſe Gentile 
Converts aſſerted their Liberty wherewith Chriſt had 
made them free, and would not be entangled with that 
Yoke of Bondage, | 

And thus the Caſe of Brit; Proteſtants ſtands now: 
Thoſe of the Eſtabliſh'd Church retain thoſe Cuſtoms 
and Ceremonies which antient Practice hath brought to 


them, and which, in their Opinion, recommend them- 
ſelves by their Decency; and theſe Ceremonies, fo va- 


lu'd by them, they would feign ;-1poſe upon others, 
On the other hand, the Nonconformiſts ſeeing no 
Footſteps or Ground for them in Scripture, nor indeed 


in the pureſt Antiquit mo they would not be much 


mov'd by that, if the Scriptures be ſilent) being per- 
ſuaded from the Scriptures, that our Saviour hath not 
left it in the Power of any Man, or any Number of Men, 
to make any new Laws, or Regulations for others, in 


Matters of Divine Worſhip, or impoſe theſe new Laws 


on others; they are reſolv'd to ſtand faſt in their na- 


tural Liberty, nor will they be brought under the Power 


of any in Matters of Divine Worſhip, 

Tis true, they make a great Allowance for thoſe per- 
ſons that chuſe the Ceremonies for themſelves in Conſci- 
ence, at the ſame time deſiring for their parts to be ex- 
cus d from them; and therefore they aſſert their natu- 
ral Liberty againſt an impoſing Power in general, and 
againſt theſe Impoſitions in particular. 13 

Theſe different Apprehenſions are the miſtaken Oc- 


* of much Uneaſineſs: Miſtalen Occaſions I call 


them, becauſe I may, with as much Juſtice, be angry 
with a Perſon that is not of my Srature, as with one 


that is not of my Judgment in theſe doubtful Diſputa- 
| dions. 
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tions. But, alas! who can clear themſelves of the 
Guilt of this Charge? 


But altho it is true, that the Caſe of the firſt Chriſ- 
tians, and that of the Britiſh Proteſtants, is in ſome re- 
ſpects parallel; yet it muſt alſo be confeſs d, that in ſome 

ircumſtances there is a D/ſparity and Unlikeneſs, | 
(..) Thoſe Cuſtoms and Uſages, which were a Subject 
of Debate among the Primitive Chriſtians, were ſuch as 
had once been appointed of God to the Fews, and there- 
fore were neceſſarily in great Veneration and Eſteem 
they were of equal Antiquity and Authority with their 
Covenant of Peculiarity, and were proper to affect and 
amuſe that low and ſtupid People, and maintain a neceſ- 
ſary Diſt inction between them and other Nations; they 
were ſutable to the Childhood and Infancy of the Church, 
Gal. 4. 3. and ſerv'd for Types and Shadows of good things 
to come, Heb. 10. 1. And tho they were of ſuch Au- 
thority, yet, in their moſt flouriſhing uſe, the Fews 
had frequent Intimations, that they were not appointed 
for their own ſake, that there was no real Yalue in the 
things themſelves, and that they. were only indulg'd in 
compaſſion to their Weakneſs: And when the Fulneſs 
of time was come, that the Mefiiah ſhould appear 
(who was the Subſtance to which theſe Shadows refer'd) 
and God ſhould ſet up a more ſublime and ſpiritual way 
of Worſhip; that then this Partition-Wall ſhou'd be 
broken down, theſe Diſtinctions ceaſe, and theſe Shadows 
flee away, = e | 6 
But, (2.) Theſe Things, which are Matter of Unea- 
ſineſs and Debate between the Conformiſts and Noncon- 
formiſts, cannot have ſo much ſaid for them, as was {aid 
for the former: They have no Foundation, nor Counte- 
nance from the Author of our Holy Religion, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : They are things that he never appointed, 
nor directed by his Precept or Example. The Holy 
Scriptures, which are the Rule of our Faith and Man- 
ners, and our certain Direction in Worſhip, give 20 
Command for them, nor Incouragement to them: The 
firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity knew little or un- 
thing of them, they are only the Invention of weak and 
fallible Men like our ſelves, and have miniſtred occaſion 
to the Corrupt ions and Superſt itions of Popery. And if 5 
. = | = ay 
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lay all theſe together, they are at leaſt popular Argu- 
ments againſt the things themſelves ; however, they 
ſeem ſufficient Arguments againſt ;-1poſing them on thoſe 
that d:/ike them. 

If they are not thought ſufficient Reaſons why none 
ſhould uſe them, they are at leaſt ſufficient Reaſons why 
thoſe, who do nor like them, ſhould be free from them; 
which is the principal purpoſe here aim'd at. And here 
leſt the word LImpoſe] or the like, ſhould be miſtaken, 
I now intend to ſhew what is to be condemn'd in it. 

I do net look on that as Impoſit ion, where a Church of 
Chriſtians ſhall appoint ſuch an Hour of Aſſembling, or 
Place of Aſſembly fitteſt for themſelves, tho inconvenient 
for ſome others, if they are allow'd the liberty of going 
elſewhere. Nay, if they chuſe for themſelves any Cere- 
monies, Which are pure Additions to the Ordinances (tho 
every Church ſhould be careful leſt their Worſhip be 
thereby corrupted) yet if they allow others to omit them 
in their Church, who di/like them, or allow them to 
worſhip elſewhere; with theſe we alſo meddle not. 

But when any Church not only fixeth Circumſtances 
and Ceremonies, inconvenient to, and diſlikd by other 
Chriftians, and yet will by Fines, Excommunications, Ba: 
niſt ments, Impriſonments, &c. force thoſe that are diſſa- 
tis d to comply; this is the tyrannical Impaſition con- 

dem d, and which the Apoſtle d:ſallows. 


Theſe Things being premis'd, our Buſineſs is, Third- 
ly, To lay down thoſe Conſiderations which the Apoſtle 
makes uſe of, for the compoſing the Matters in Debate a- 
mong the firſt Chriſtians; and to ſhew their Fitneſs for 
the allaying the Uneaſineſſes of the preſent Times: And 
theſe may be reduc'd to theſe three Heads. 

I. By allowing each Man to follow the Dictates of his 
own Conſcience, not forcinz an Uniformity, nor con- 
— either Side, any further than they were ancha- 
2. He commands mutual Love and Charity, notwith- 
ſtanding their different Sentiments, and Practices in leſ- 
ſer Matters. | IE 
3. He lays down moſt convincing Arguments, why 
they ſhould not jag each other for theſe Differences in 

Li, Opinion, 


— — —„— — 
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Opinion; nor impoſe on each other ſuch doubrful Diſpu? 
tat ions. IH OE | 
Ci.) The Apoſtle, in order to remove the Uneaſineſs 


which was between the Judaizing Chriſtians, and the 
Gentile Converts, upon the account of their different 
Apprehenſions in leſſer Matters, alloms each Perſon to 
follow the Dictates of his own Conſcience, forceth no 
Uniformity, nor condemns either Side as guilty of any 
dangerous Error, any further than they were uncharita- 
ble. Thus he argues in the ſecond Verſe, One believeth 
that he may eat all things, another who is weak eateth 


Herbs : One, who is weak, is fond of thoſe antient 


Cuſtoms and Diſt inctions that he hath been brought up in; 


another is ſatisfy'd, that there is zo Obligation lying up- 


on him from thoſe former Regulations, and therefore aſ- 
ſerts his Liberty. Now doth the Apoſtle allow them to 
cenſure Or reproach each other, upon the account. of this 
Difference in Opinion or Practice? or doth he condemm 
the one or the other? No, rather the quite contrary : 


For the Apoſtle, tho furniſh'd with ſufficient Authority 


in the Church, yet forceth no Uniformity, nor cenſures 
any for thoſe different Opinions: Doth not call the one 
ſuperſtitions, who with a ſincere Mind retains thoſe an- 
tient Cuſtoms he hath been brought ” in; nor doth he 
call the other indecent and /lovenly, becauſe he doth nor 
obſerve them : but allows them both to follow their own 
Inclinations, provided they deſpiſe not each other. Nay, 
further it is obſervable, that where we read in the ſe- 
cond Verſe concerning the weak Brother, ii, he eat- 


eth Herbs, referring to his Practice, ſome Copies (a- 


mongſt Valeſius's ſixteen Manuſcripts) read ra, 
which ſignifies an Allowance or Permiſſton, let him eat 


Herbs; that is, if his Judgment be for ſuch antient Uſa- 


ges and Diſtinitions, let him enjoy it: And tho this may 
ariſe from ſomewhat of a Weakneſs in his Judgment, yet 
he is not accountable to you for that, 

The ſame Argument is carry'd on in the 5th Verſe, 
and another Inſtance is alluded to, applicable to the pre- 
ſent times: One Man eſteemeth one Day above another, 
another 3 every Day alike, let every Man be fully 
perſe ed in his own Mind, The converted Jem was of 
opinion, that the Feſtival Days, appointed by the ave, 
| | | O 
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of Moſes, were holier than other Days, and 22 
ſhould be obſerv'd : The Gentile Convert is fatisfy'd, 
that thoſe former Regulations and Diſtinctions are not 
at all binding, and eſteemeth all Days alike, which God 
hath made no Diſt inction about. 
his is applicable to the different Apprehenſions be- 


tween Confor miſts and Nonconformifts : The Confor miſt 


thinks himſelf under ſome Obligations to obſerve par- 


ticular Days in commemoration of Chriſt, as Cbriſt mas- 


N r Eaſter- Day, Whitſunday, &c. The Non- 
the 


confor miſt, on other hand, not finding any Dftitu- 


tion of theſe things in the New Teftament, he is fatisfy'd 
no human Authority can conſecrate them to theſe Uſes, 
nor doth he think it any part of the Service, that God 
requires at his hand; the Lord's Day being appointed as 
à weekly Commemoration of the whole Work of. Redemp- 
tion: Theſe are their different Apprehenſions. Now let 
us (conſider what the Apoſtle c | 

there an Uniformity to be forc'd in this Caſe ? Muſt he 
that thinks there's no Obligation lying upon him to ob- 
{ſerve theſe Days, be forc'd to obſerve them? Or, on the 
other hand, muſt the Perſon who thinks there is ſome 
2 lying upon him to obſerve theſe Days, be hin- 

e 


irects in this Caſe: Is 


or cenſur d about them? Aſſuredly, no: the Apo- 
ſtle directs the contrary, when he ſays, Let every Man 
be. fully perſuaded in his own Mind; let him be Altisty d 
as to the Grounds of his Practice; let him act by his 
ewn, and not another's Judgment: Words deſerving the 
ſtricteſt Obſervation, worthy to be wrote as with the 
Point of a Diamond, and graven upon the Rock for ever, 
ſacred and unaltenable Rights and Li- 
berties of iq ay in Religious Matters, againſt the In- 
groachment of any human Impoſitions whatever. 
And having thus eſtabliſh'd the Sacred Rights of Con- 
ſcience, he proceeds, in the 6th Verſe, to vindicate both 


acting according to their Judgment: He that re ardeth 


a Day, regardeth it unto the Lord; that is, he doth it 
as thinking it his Duty to regard it. On the other hand, 
He that regardeth not the Day, to the Lord he doth not 
regard it; that is, he is ſatisfy'd God expects it not from 
him, and therefore he doth it not. 


C . Thus 


— — — 
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Thus the true Chriſtian is ſatisfy'd concerning all theſe 


* files threaten'd us, or 1 ery us under a Penalty or Pu- 


| 
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Preſs, for God hath accepted them both, and that is ſurely 
* ſufficient Reaſon why they ſhould accept each other 5 
he confines not his-Regards or Favour to this or the other 
Denomination 'of Chriſtians, but accepts the Good and 
Pious of all Denominations : which is ſurely a good Rea» 
fon why they ſhould love each other. 55 
In the 4th Verſe he commands, that we ſhould not 
L ory toy who, in theſe things, maſt fand 

2 to his own Maſter, and muſt give an account of 


himſelf to God; and if it appears that he hath, in theſe 


leffer Matters, acted according to his Conſcrence, he ſhall 


be accrpted, for Goll is able to make him ftand : let us not 


therefore J one another any more, Ver. 13. but judg this 
rather, that no one put a Stumbling-block, or an Occaſion to 
fall in his Brother's way, Let us not uſe each other un- 
charitably for theſe leſſer Matters, who are Brethren, and 
therefore agreed in things of nuch greater Importance; 
Tet us not lay an occafion of ſtumbling in our Brother's 
way. I cannot but think this Paſſage is a very ſeaſonable 
Reproof to thoſe eager Men, that will compaſs Sea ard 
Land to gain à Proſelyte to their own Communion, from 
the Communion'of {ome of their Proteſtant Brethren and 


to effect this, will uſe all thoſe violent Methods, which 


either their Civil Authority, or any other - Superiority put 


into their power to make uſe of; or if this is not in 
their hands, they then think themſelves oblig'd to do, 


what in them lies, by ftrain'd: Innuenilo s, or fore d Con- 
ftruftions, to expoſe the contrary Party, or elſe ſmooth and 


wiredram their own Opinions, to make them paſs the 


better. | | 

But I am ſatisfy'd that ſuch bigotted Methods as theſe 
have been extremely prejudicial to many weak Minds, 
by either forcing or inſnaring of them into ſuch Compli- 


| ances, as their ſerious Thoughts have afterwards diſlik'd, 


till they could quit themſelves of thoſe /ngagements. 
And as this Method is oft extremely prejudicial, ſo 
it's needleſs, 2 god Cauſe requires it not, nay it's a 
8 Sign of a ſuſpicions Cauſe, when we make uſe 

of it. | N | 
For thoſe Preachers are like to have the moſt Succeſs, 
who are more concern'd to draw Converts over to true 
Piety, than to their reſrct ive Parties. 1 1 07 LR. 
C2 | And, 
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And, undoubtedly, after a fair and impartial Repre- 
ſentation of the Terms of Communion on all ſides, with- 
out being driven by Force, or inſnar'd by Subtlety, that is 
like to be the moſt uſeful Choice, and the moſt advanta- 
geous Communion, which a Perſon joins with upon the 
full Perſuaſion and Conviction of his own Conſcience, that 
he hath there the feweſt Hindrances, and the greateſt 
Helps towards Heaven; and ſuch a conſcientious Choice 


as this, I doubt not, is made by many, in all the ſeveral. 


Denominations of Proteſtants. Let us thus follow after 
the things that make for Peace, as in the. 19th Verſe, aud 
wherewith we may edify one another : inſtead of ſuſpending, 
excommunicating, and caſting each other out of Com- 


munion, Or abuſing or deſpiſing each other for neglecting or 


Ving ſuch indifferent things, which not being commanded 


of God, no way commend us to him; let us earneſtly 
purſue thoſe things that are for the common Good of Chriſ- 


tians, and by which one may promote the common In- 


tereſt of our common Lord, Nay further, the Apoſtle, 


Ver. 21, 22. would rather have us to deny our ſelves the 
exerciſe of our natural Liberty in ſome Inſtances, where 
we lawfully may (and where this Suſpenſion of our Li- 


berty will do more Good than Hurt) by which we might 


own them that differ from us to be Chriſtians and Bre- 
thren : As ſuppoſe, in the Occaſional Communion of one 
Denomination of Chriſtians with another in ſome things, 
wherein they lawfully may, as an Evidence of their Cha- 
rity. This might in ſome Caſes be of uſe, to bring us 
to a better Temper one with another, altho we ſhould 


_ flatealy join with other Aſſemblies, whoſe general Ma- 


nagement appears to us more eligible , by our occaſional 
Practice /hewing our Charity, and by our more ſtated 


Practice aſſerting the Liberties and Rights of Conſcience. 
And thus he continues to argue in Chap. 15. ver. I, 2. 


That they which are ſtrong, ſhould bear the Infirmities of 
the Weak 
of driving Men of weak Underſtandings 
to go contrary to their Judgments in unneceſſary things, 
we ought to bear with their Weakneſs, compaſſionate them 
Even in thoſe things wherein they may appear uiſtaten 
to us, treating them with Love and Patience, thus ſtu- 
dying to pleaſe our Neighbours for their Good to Ediſica- 
| | | 7 $6 | tion. 


„ and pleaſe our Neighbour for his Good to Edii- 
cation. 1 


? 
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tion. We are to do thoſe things that appear clear and 
if to us, at the ſame time. bearing with others that 
differ from us in ſuch things as they are not ſatisfy'd with. 
This is. the ſecond Step he takes to conciliate Chriſtians, 
by commanding them mutual Love and Forbearance, 
— their different Apprehenſions. And 
then, | 
3. In order to reconcile them to each other, he in- 
termixeth proper Arguments why we ſhould not impoſe 
on each other, nor judg each other upon the account of 
Matters of doubrful Diſputation. Theſe I ſhall endeavour 
to lay together in one ſhort View: | 
(1.) We ſhould not judg each other about the Uſe or 

Omiſſion of indifferent things, nor impoſe them on each 
other, becauſe they are but doubtſul Diſputations, indiffe- 
rent Things, Things of no Importance or Conſequence 
in the Chriſtian Life: F we uſe them, we are not the 
better; and if we uſe them nat, we are not the worſe : there- 
fore let us not differ about them. Had either Kneeling, 
or Sitting, or Standing been the only lawful Gefture in re- 
ceiving the Lord's Supper, no doubt we had been told it; 
but becauſe we have no. Order about this Matter, un- 
doubtedly we may lawfully uſe any of thoſe Paſtures which 
ſeemeth to us beſt, but to be ſure ſhould not impoſe any 
one of them upon others, becauſe they ſee not with 
our Light. Had praying with a precompos'd Form, or 
without one, been the only lawful way, I think God would 
have told us; but becauſe I do not ſee that he hath con- 
fin'd us to either, I think Men may lawfully uſe either, 
or both, as they find it moſt aſſiſting to true Devotion: 
and it ſeems to me extreme Vanity and Raſhneſs, to im- 
poſe upon each other thoſe things which God hath not 
aetermin'd. But, | 

| (2.) We ſhould not offer to impoſe theſe things on 
each other, nor fall out with each other upon the ac- 
count of our different Apprehenſions in lefler Matters, 
becauſe God accepts the good Men of both Apprehenſions : 
as in the 3d Verſe, Let not him that eateth, deſpiſe him 
that eateth not;, and let not him that eateth not, judg him 
that eateth, for God hath receiv/d him. Let not the Con- 
formiſt or Diſſenter judg each other, or deſpiſe each o- 


ther, upon the account of their Differences, becauſe God 
5 2 accepts 


the Conſequence of this be! Let as not 4 f 
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accepts the good Men of both Communions, to their own 
Maſter they ſtand or fall; but the ſincere Chriſtian, of 
whatſoever Denomination, Hall aſſuredly fand, for God 
is able to hold him up, tho his Fellow-Chriſtians, it may 
be by miſtake, have cordemn'd him, and are endeavour- 


ing to caft him down. Whether therefore we fit, or 


kneel, or ſtand at the Lord's Supper; whether we make 
uſe of a precompos'd Form or not in Prayer, the ſincere 
Worſhipper, the faithful Communicant is un@oubtedly 
—_— of God, and therefore ſhould be receiv d by 
Nen. 5 | 

We ſhould therefore receive each other, 4vev Hang 
oews Nanoyiouor, without Diſcrimination of Opinion, or 
Inequality of Affection; as a learned Critick thinks thoſe 
words in the firſt Verſe may fairly be expounded. = 

(3.) We ſhould not condemn each other about theſe 
things, nor impoſe them on each other; for -conſider 
who it is we condemn and impoſe on in this Caſe, they 
are our Brethren, ſuch as are therefore agreed with us 
in all the eſſential Parts and Duties of Religion, the Ser- 
wants of the ſame God, Followers of the ſame Jeſus, ſanc- 


tih d by the ſame Spirit; and therefore the great things 


in which we are agreed, ſhould make us bear with each 
other in thoſe leſſer things about which we differ: they 


are our Brethren, and therefore are travelling in the 


ſame great Road, have the ſame common Hope of their 
Calling; and it ſhould make us aſham'd to differ with 
each other about things of ſo little Conſequence, when 
we hope to meet each other in Heaven in perfect Amity 
_y Love, notwithſtanding our little Family-Quarrels 

ere. 8 | 

Bat further, they are our Brethren whom we judg, 
who are therefore in equal Circumſt ances with our ſelves, 
and have an egual Right to impoſe their Opinions upon 
us, as we have to'impoſe ours upon them, if they get 
the like Advantage againſt us, But how diſmal. would 


ud 

one another any more, Ver. 13. Beſides, theſe Bret — 
whom we are judging, and on whom we are impoſing 
our Opinions, are another's Servants, and therefore not 
accountable to us. God is Lord of their Conſciences, 
and not Men; and there fore to him they muſt give an 
| Account, 


23) 
Account. Could thoſe that * on us put themſel ves 
in our ftead, and anſwer at the Bar of God for us, they 
might have ſome Pretence to impoſe their Judgment on 
us; or were we not to come before the Bar of God, 
but to be finally judg'd at their Bar, this might excuſe 
them in impoſing on us. But ſince we are all of us ac- 
countable to God's Tribunal for our Opinions and Pratt;- 
ces in Religious Matters, there's the higheſt Reaſon we 
Thould jug for our ſelves, and not be oblig'd blindly to 
follow any Man's Dictates: Ver. 10. For why doft thou 
judg thy Brother, or "why doft thou ſet at nought thy Bro- 
- ther? for we ſhall all ſtand before the Judgment-Seat of 
' _Chrift, Tis therefore not only an anjuſt Anticipation of 
the Judgment of Chriſt, but a preſumptuous Ufurpation 
of his Authority, to judg or impoſe upon another Man's 
Conſtience; and let us conſider how that will be an- 
ſwer'd. And here I cannot forbear inſerting a remarka- 
| . ble Paſſage: out of the Book call'd Naked Truth, proper 
' :to awaken. the Conſideration, and put a Check to the 
| Paſſions of fierce Impoſers. „ 5 
Pag. 23. Now I beſeech you, in the fear of God, ſet 
© before your ſelves the Day of Judgment, when Chriſt, 
© on his Tribunal, ſhall require an Account of every 
© Word and Deed, and ſhall thus queſtion you : Here are 
© ſeveral Souls, who taking Offence at your Ceremonies, 
have forſaken the Faith, and run into Hell (as he re- 
| © preſents the Caſe) why have you ſuffer d this? Will 
S © you anſwer, it was to preſerve your Ceremonies ? Will 
© not Chriſt return, Are your Ceremonies more dear 
| © than the Souls for which I dy'd ? Will you for Cere- 
© monies, which you your ſelves confeſs indifferent, no way 
© neceflary:to Salvation, ſuffer your Brethren to per; 
©. for whom I dy'd ? Will you tell Chriſt they ought to 
© ſuffer for their Wilfulneſs and Perverſeneſs, who will not 
| & ſubmit to the Lams of the Church as they ought? Will 
| not Chriſt return, Shall they periſh for tranſgreſſing 
6 jour Laws, which they ignorantly think erro- 
6 neous ? And ſhall not you eriſh for tranſe reſſing my 
Divine Laws, Which you know to be juſt and ho- 
; C ly ? Cc. | | | | TD | 
4) We ſhould not impoſe upon others Conſciences, 
| nor condemn them for differing from us; for who are 
3 77 we 
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we that pretend to do i 


( 24 
t? We are weak and fallible 
Creatures, as liable to Miſtakes and Erorrs as thoſe we 
impoſe on and condemn. Had an inſpir'd Apoſtle deter- 
min d the Controverſies of this nature, or told us, 


that we muſt ſubmit our Judgments and Practices to 


thoſe that are calld Church-Goyernoys, we might then 
better have borne it: but ſince none of them have deter- 


min'd theſe Indifferences, but left us to att, as we are 


perſuaded in our own Minds; who are they, that being 
fallible Men, liable to Miſtakes as well as our elves, 


dare offer to impoſe on, or condemn. their Brethren, 
merely becauſe they differ from them? For they that 
being fallible themſelves, impoſe their Judgments upon 


others, run 4 twofold Hazard : They are in danger of 


being miltaken themſelves, as they are fallible Men; 


but the greater Prejudice may be, in impaſing this Miſtake 


upon others whereas they that fall into an Error them- 
ſelves, but do not offer to ;zzpoſe their Judgments on o- 


thers, if they ſhould happen to be in a Mtake,: err 


but once, and their Error periſheth with them. 
But further it muſt be obſerv'd, in reference to thoſe 
Rites and Ceremonies, that are Matter of Debate be- 


tween the Conformift and Nonconformift, that they may 
te do ort? 
It. They are either ſuch as are the neceſſary Circum- 
| Rtances of Actions, which uſt be determin d one way or 


other, or elſe the religious Action cannot be perform'd; 
ſuch are the Geſtures at the Lord's Supper, and the Me- 


thod of Prayer. The Geſture at the Lord's Supper 


mult be fix d, you mult either fr, or kneel, or ſtand, or 
lean, or the like; but there is indeed no neceſſity why a 
Perſon ſhould be conſin d to any one of theſe Geſtures, + 
becauſe God will accept the ſincere Communicant, which 
Geſture ſoever he uſeth ; and therefore let him take that 


which he thinks moſt proper. h 


But then, 2/y, There are other Rites and Ceremonie 


they accompany, and are perfectly unneceſſary, becauſe 
they need not : us'd at all ; the religious A810 


n being 


either wholly over, or at leaſt may be perform'd as agree- 

ably to the Sacred Inſtitution without it, or without any 

thing like it: and of this ſort are the Croſs, and God a 
8 | | 2 


_ bath 
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1 

fathers and God mothers in Baptiſm; for the Baptiſm is 
over, before the Sign of the Cros is made, and no 
doubt may be as decently lg van without Godfathers, 
&c. and as agreeably to the Inſtitution of Chriſt, which 
neither requires the oye nor the other. But my Deſign 
not antics me to grgue directly againſt the yſe of theſe 
things by thoſe that Jike them, but only againſt the Im- 
beteten of them on thofe that diſlike them, and cn. 
demning each other about them, I have only one Obſer- 

—_ 4 make under this Head, which is this; Tho 
Who add Ceremonies to the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, it 
order to render them more decent, or in order to ren- 
der his Worſhippers more decent in their Approaches 
are more likely to miſtate, than thoſe who oppoſe theſe 
Additions, and are for obſerving the Inſtitations of 
Chriſt, as he hath left them : For Example, our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed, that Perſons ſhould be ad- 
mitted into his Church by Baptiſm, in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. Now ſuppoſe a Perſon 


thinks in his Conſcience, that he ought to add to this 


the tranfient Sign of the Croſs, and bring Sponſors to con- 
tract for his Chit iren; we are not to jzdg him, but leave 
Him to his own Mgfter But yet he is more in danger 
of a Miſtake, in framing theſe things of his own head; 
eſpecially if he zpoſe theſe things on others; herein he 
goes beyond his Commiſſion or Power. - - 
But, on the other hand, he that, without judging or 
cenfuring others, obſerves the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, as 
he hath left them, he is more likely to be in the right - 
The one may be 175 in uſing, with a fncere Mind, Tach 
things as ſeem to him inoffenlive; but the other certain- 
ly'is 1 e, — obſerving the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, a he 
et them. ＋ͤ i a VE: 
) We ſhould not judg each other, or impoſe on 
'other's Conſciences, becauſe it's an Injury to Con- 
ſcience to have that imp d on it, which it doth not 155 | 


. prove, Ver. 14, 15,23: The Apoſtle knew thoſe things 


the Jewiſh and Gentile Conyerts differ d about were not 


unclean in themſelves ; yer to thoſe that thought them ſo, 
they were ſo, and he that doubted of their Lawfulneſs was 


Aafnned, or ſelf-condemn'd if he did them; that is, tho the 


thintzs that are Matter 535 among Proteſtants, 


ſhould 


not to God, as the Apeſile faith in a like Caſe, 1 Cor. 


(26) 


| ſhould not be call'd abſolutely unlawful, or ſimply evil, 


yet to him that di/likes them, they are unclean For 
tho a Perſon ſhould err, in thinking that to be znclear 
which is not unclean, yet ſo long as he thinks it is ſo, to 


him it is ſo, and he ought not to have it imposd on 


him: For Example, ſuppoſe a Diſſenter looks on it un- 
lawful to be excluded from contracting at Baptiſm for 


his own Children, and to be oblig'd to procure three 


other Perſons to contract for them; ſuppoſing he think 
it unlawful to lay them under ſuch Oblications, as are 
To difficult to diſcharge; and ſuppoſe he ſhould really 
be in the wrong in his Judgment about theſe things, yet 


while he thinks them «lawful, to him they are unlam- 


ful, and he ought not to have them imposd on him. 

(6.) We ought not to impoſe on each other's Con- 
ſcience, nor judg each other about theſe leſſer Matters, 
becauſe they no way commend us to Gad. Ver. 17, 18. For 
the Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, but Righ- 
teouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; and he that in 
theſe things ſerveth Chrift, is acceptable to God, and ap- 


proud of Men. It conſiſts not in Forms and Geſtures, 
Habits nor Ceremonies ; Strife about theſe doth but 


too often eat out Charity, which is an eſſential Branch 
of true Religion. Tis ſad to ſee Men lay as great a 
ſtreſs upon their nere Cy or 3328 to 


theſe things, as if the whole of their Religion was 


plac'd in them: *Tis fad to fee Men perſecute each other 
to Fines and Impriſonment, to Baniſhment, to Death, as 
if the Affirmers or Deniers of theſe things were the Of- 
ſcouring of Mankind: Tis diſmal to hear one, who calls 
himſelf an Ambaſſador of Chrift, the Prince of Peace, or 
a Diſciple of the meek and holy Jeſus, in a fudy'd In- 


vective tell you, you muſt ſhun this and the other Per- 


ſon as a Plague or Peſtilence, haye no Commerce with 
them, ſhew them no common Qvility, that their Prayers 


are like offering Sacrifice to the Devil, becauſe they do 


not worſhip God according to our Kites and Ceremonies, 


tho they are not at all deficient in real inward Devotion 


to God, or Juſtice towards Men, Theſe things turn un- 
happily to the Reproach of Religion : We ought not 
to lay ſo much ſtreſs on thoſe things which commend us 


(27) 

8. 8. If we do them, we are not the better; and if we do 
them not, we are not the worſe. It was undoubtedly the 
Deſign of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to acquaint us what are 
the true Terms on which Men ſhall be accepted and bleſ- 
ſed of God; and unleſs the Followers of Chriſt think 
themſelves wiſer than their Mafter, it is ſtrange, that 
what will make a Man 4 Diſciple of Feſus Chrift, will not 
alſo procure his Admiſſion into any Church of Chriſt up- 
on Earth, LEP 

As the learned Biſhop St illingfleet obſerves, in the 
Preface to his /renicum : „What poſlible Reaſon can be 
| | © aſlign'd or given why ſuch things ſhould not be ſuffi- 

44 © cient for Communion with a Church, which are ſufficient 

© for eternal Salvation? What Ground can there be 
© why Chriſtians ſhould not Hand upon the ſame Terms 
© now, which they did in the time of Chrift and his A- 
paſtles? Was there ever more true and cordial Reve- 
© rence in the Worſhip of God?* Thus he, with more 
to the ſame purpoſe. _ | 

But tho the Apoſtles laid no ſtreſs upon an Uniformity 
1 of Rites and Ceremonies, which no way commend us to 

| God, yet they requir d Unity of Affection; for he that 

Wo honoureth God in the — of Righteoufneſs, Peace, 

ö and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, is accepted of God, and ſo 
ſhould be approvid of his Fellow -Chriſtians: Let u 
therefore follom after the things that male for Peace, and 
things whereby we may edify one another; Ver. 19. 

(7.) We ſhould A ſo far from condemning others 
for their Differences from us, or impoſing our Judg- 
ments upon them, that we ſhould rather deny our ſelves 
the Exerciſe 1 our natural Liberty, or the 1 08d Ad- 
vantage of a ſuperior Authority, where we can do it with- 
out Sin, in order to anſwer any good purpoſe of a nearer 
Union amongſt Brethren. This we collect from Fer, 
20, 21, 22. For Meat deftroy not the Work of God. Let 
us not, T a rigorous impoſing of indifferent things, 
deſtroy Charity, an eſſential part of true Religion: All 
things indeed are pure, but it is Evil to that Man that 

_ eateth with Offence, Altho the things, that are Matters 
of Debate among us, ſhould not be evil in themſelves, 
= to him that dies them they are ſo, and ſhould not 
be forg'd on him; for it is N N neither to eat Has, nor 

| 2 | rin 


has. 


(28) 


drink Wine, whereby our Brother is offended or made to 


fall. And if we are rather to forbear the Exerciſe of 
our natural Liberty, ſurely we ſhould not abridg others 


of theirs, nor rack their Judgments to our height. For 
Example, it is a much more reaſonable thing for ano- 
ther to forbear the Exerciſe of his impoſing Power, 
than for me to rack up my Conſcience to his Standard: 


It is a much more rational thing, that he ſhould j:4ulge 


me the omitting a Ceremony or two, which he himſelf 
thinks indifferent, and therefore no way commends me 
or my Worſhip to God, than that I ſhould have 29 
Judgment ſtrain d to his pitch, in being oblig'd to uſe 
ſuch things, as I either reckon unlawful, or at leaſt doubt 
of their Lawfulneſs, as they are added to the Worſhip 
of God, In ſhort, he that impoſeth, may much more 


_ ealily abate things of no Neceſſity or Importance, than 1 


can comply with things that I dite. And when he ſees 
that I venture the Salvation of my Soul, in the way that 
J take, I cannot ſee but that he ought to judg me as 


fincere, in my ſcrupling or omitting thoſe Ceremonies, as 


he expects that I ſhould judg him fincere and conſcien- 
$1045 in ꝝſing them: And *tis highly reaſonable he ſhould 
cultivate the ſume Charity for me, he expects I ſhould 
do for him. To force my Judgment, is altogether im- 
proper (as the Author of Naked Truth obſerves, pas: 23 

rom 


3.) © There is nothing can be more clearly deduc 


© Scriptyre, nothing more fully expreſs'd in it, nothing 
more ſatable to Natural Reaſon, than that no Man 
© ſhould be forc'd to believe, for no Man can be forc d 


to believe; you may force a Man to ſay this or that, 
© but not believe it. | 


Thus have J finiſh'd the Argumentmive Part of this 
Diſcourſe, intended (I am ſure) ſincerely, whatever De- 
felts there may be in the Management of it. Wherein 
| have (I think) ſhewn you, that the Apoſtle doth not 
foree an Uniformity in theſe indifferent things, but preſ- 
ſeth ut ua Charity, notwithſtanding our different Ap- 
proventions and Practices in theſe indifferent things; and 

ays down ſeveral Arguments why we ſhould not jaag 


nor condemn each other for our different Apprehenſions, 


nor impoſe on each other's Judgments and * ; 
8 in 


(29) 
And now could my Invention ſuggeſt ſuch a 
Exhortation to inforce that Temper of Mind, 
have been reaſoning for, I would gladly inſert it. ; 
Shall I beſeech you, my Brethren, from the Duty | 
. we owe to God, who requires this charitable and benign | 


Spirit, and makes it an eſſential Badg of Chriſtianity, | 
Sohn 13. 35. and an Evidence of our Love to him? 1 John | 
4. 20. Shall 1 beſeech yon, from the very Nature of | 
that Religion we profeſs, which makes Love to Man the 
ſecond great Command ? Shall I Vet, you from the Rela.F 
tion We ſtand in to one another? We are Brethren, Ser- 
ant of the ſame God, Diſcipies of the ſame Maſter, 
| and under the Guidance of the 1 Spirit, agreed a- 
bout the great Road, and therefore ſhould not quarrel 
about the leſſer Foot-paths. Shall I ſhew you Atheiſm and 
Irreligion entering in at thoſe Breaches, which our Con- 
tentions make, and gaining Ground for want of uniting 
our Endeavours to oppoſe them ? | 
Shall I ſhew you Popery, the Common Enemy of all 
Proteſtants, triumphing at our Animoſities, pleas'd with 
ils; ſeeing us tear each other in pieces, and entertaining 
3 hopes of making us all the eaſter Prey? 
' Shall I beſeech you by the Providence of God, 
that hath ſhewn us our common Danger, and bleſs'd us 
with a common Deliverance, by his preſent Majeſty Kin 
GEORGE's happy Acceſſion to the Throne (nign God 
long preſerve?) But I am afraid the Voice of Peace 
will ſcarcely be heard, amidſt the Noiſe of ſo many im- 
petuous Paſſions. Bur thou, O Lord! how long, when 
wilt thon, O Prince of Peace, and God of Love ! cauſe 
us, with all Lowlineſs, and Meekneſs, and Long-ſuffering, 
to forbear one another n Love, that we may keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in vis Bond of Peace, and join our 
common Endeapour to promote the common Intereſt of our 
common Lore. „ | 
Now the God of Patience and Confolation grant us 
to be /;ke-minded one towards another, according to 
Chriſt Jeſus, that we may, with one Mind and one 
Mouth, glorify God, even the Father of dur Lord Je- 
ſas Chriſt :. Wherefore let s receive M another, As 


— 
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N Chkrxiſt alſo receiv , to the Glory of God. 
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1 H E Proteſtant Union, or Principles wherein Engliſb 
Proteſtants are agreed; very neceſſary for uniting 
the Hearts of Proteſtants one to another, againſt their 
common Enemy the Papiſts, Price 3d. 


A Practical Grammar to the Engliſh Tongue: or, 2 


new Spelling-Book, treating, I. Of Letters, and their 


- ſeveral Powers. II. Of Syllables; with large Tables fit- 
ted to the ſeveral Rules of Spelling. III. Of Words; 
the ſeveral Kinds, with the Declenſion of Nouns, or 
Names; and Conjugation of Verbs, or Affirmations. 
IV. Of Sentences ;, ſhewing the moſt elegant Conſtruction 
of our own Tongue, Containing the Subſtance of Br:ight- 
land's and the beſt Grammars, Young's and other Spel- 
ling-Books; adapted to the London Pronunciation, and 
made fo plain and eaſy, that the meaneſt Capacity may 
auickly become a Proficient in the Engliſß Tongue. 


The Bee: A Collection of choice Poems in three 
Parts. Price 1s. 6 d. ſtitch'd. 


Biſhop King's Key to oy or, a Philoſophical EF 
1 


ſay on Free- Will. Price 6 d. teh d. 
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